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FR ABBOT'SLETTER

Dear Friends,

S
Our Easter was marked in a special way this year by theépassing of
Br Bernard. He died on the Tuesday of Mol ek—and was
buried, amid the white snow, on the Tuesday eek. On

another page appears the homily pr
miss that brave, spindly figure going

S monastic day.
eno @/e monks
oi v@ reward. On
\L g e?%i@ e grey habits
%‘P Three were with
with us and others

aysyoung.

hemilliennium, is dedicated to
areness of the mysterious
rinity, “the Lord, the Giver of

gave this year's well-attended
scovery of the Holy Spirit”. We
Of taking us deep into this Trinitarian terrain.
orward to the great feasts of the summer:

S\ ¢ Sacred Heart, the birthday of our patron St
John” the Baptist, Ss Peter and Paul, St Benedict — with the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary to crown the summer. We
look forward aso to hosting the diocesan pilgrimage on the last
Sunday of June, and beyond that to our own Golden Jubilee of
refoundation on 8 September. At that public Mass in 1948, a
young local boy was among the servers. He is now our bishop,
Mario Conti, and will be with us 50 years on.
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Our new organ, to which so many have contributed so
generoudy, isdueto beinstalled in July.

Yoursin Christ.

+ Fr Hugh, Abbot

S \
THE EDITOR’SJOTTIN @

On 8 May 1897, Pope Leo XIlII issued his Encyelical”on the Holy
Ghost. He did more than that. He askéd for.a novena of prayer in

every parish church each year bety feast of scension
ed ary in the

coming’ of the Holy

% e Church. The

(YF‘:;,‘
and Pentecost, just as the Apostles had\p
Upper Room, the Cenacle, @N or/t
be offered for the

0
W, sfitting that we have
Ternovil who work and

Holy Father asked that t
unity of the churches of (

here an article abo \ ,
pray for unity in-R (&5\

L] O

SEN: ountries and who suffered
and died for \their cause ommunist occupation. Dom
Augustine recs alk us by Abbot Mark Dilworth on

ormation.
ring reconciliation and unity to us all.

Y ours devotedly

Dom Alfred



BR BERNARD (SIDNEY) MORGAN OSB
1920-1998

Fr Abbot’s homily at hisfuneral mass

Br Bernard was an eccentric and a misfit. In monastic terms, the
8th step of St Benedict’s ladder of humility was one he'hever quite
managed. He had amost a genius for being diff
course, one could, from within, illustrate this at
would be entertaining! (There was the o~far ers for
example, at which he was so regularly, punctually |

of him when he came to die? What w impr

wasn't late at al. He was ready,
before your eyes” is one @
Bernard, especially during th

alot, when he had suffered fro

you et to e abedlyed?
anointed 25", DOWO
3 yreses i \
‘. his world to the Father. And then an amost solemn, stately

last act of contrition. Ten hours later he died, without great pain,
two of his brethren and a friend of the community present, as the
prayers for the dying were being said. He made a “holy end”; his
death was atransitus.

Sidney Morgan was born in Cheltenham on 13 March,
1920. As a child, he was adopted. And he was old enough, when
this happened, to know it was happening, and that there was
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someone who didn’t want him, wouldn’'t have him. He left school
at 14, and became an assistant to a grocer. Then the War came.
And in the fateful month of May 1940, when the Low Countries
and France fell and he would have been 20, he became a Catholic
and was caled up, joining the Army. Br Bernard would spend
amost the next 6 years in the Royal Engineers, and the experience
marked him for life. He was in a sapper regiment attached to the
7th Armoured Division, then in Egypt, and pretty

famous British division of the War. Br Bernard | the
way from Alexandria to Berlin, via Sici rance,
Belgium, Holland. As Sapper Morgan, i role of a
Radio Operator, he was actualy part was amost
killed 4 times. The worst occasion w ded, killing
al the men around, he being =o<ﬂ@‘~ eingina
bren-carrier. But he carried shr ‘ IS dying day. And
:g ess. Another

eived 200 new

al at a blow, Br

.§\ V And prayer grew too. One of his mates
\\\\5«"‘ were going through Belgium, whenever we

minutes. If orders came unexpectedly to start up again, | would
always know where to find him. | just had to find the nearest
church. He was my wireless operator, and a first class wireless
operator too. | called him ‘our Sid'. He was a lovely man.” An
account of hiswar years must include what might have gone down
in history as Morgan's Mutiny. The King was visiting the troops.
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So the order came to wash the tanks down with petrol. Petrol, of
course, was priceless, and such waste for mere appearances was
too much for “our Sid”. He made a formal protest. This was in
character.

After demobilisation, he applied for the priesthood,
beginning some studies at Osterley. But it wasn't his way — a fact
he could never quite fully accept. Eventualy, after at' with the
London Oratory and then studying with the Premonsiratensians i
France, he came to Prinknash. He didn't have ai eas
time in the novitiate was extended. His time’i ™ porary Vows
was extended. Abbot Wilfrid Upson sent t g arden in
1956, while he was still a junior, and it-was anks to the
Abbot that he was finally professed at <@ Iifteen days from now

flat

would have been the 40th anniver YAQ prof nd here
at Pluscarden he worked in t {%9 ass d t, in the
refectory and shop, and p b%) indery. His
perfectionism was sometimes St % good work was

are the vegetables.

good. For many years to ‘

More important was \ larer could ask him

es say that he wasn't happy as a
d & as clear the real unhappiness was
18, ‘not with the monastic life. And it was
unhappiness, out of his temperament and
artim experiences, there came areal sensitivity to
others. This lonely man wrote many letters,
didn’t just write them to ease his own loneliness; he wrote
them to ease that of others. And he did. The sick, the prisoners, the
suffering: these were the people he instinctively turned to, and
touched. And the Lord helped them through him. A former IRA
letter-bomber, now doing nothing but good, told me how much he
owed to him during his time in prison. How many others have said
or would say the same: "He was my life-line”; “You have been a
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real brother to us.” And there were those long lists of names to be
prayed for...

What strange creatures we are! Br Bernard told me once he
couldn’t understand why God had made him. It seemed such a
waste of time. But then he'’d quote from Cardina Newman's
memorable meditation: “God has created me to do Him some
definite service; He has committed some work to me which He has
not committed to another. | have my mission ... | h part in

this great work; 1 am a link in a chain, a bont tion
between persons. He has not created me f al do
good; | shall do his work.” All unwittin it , he had

found himself part of an epic. But som e holds for

unlovable, in fact inspired great Jeve [ found it
difficult to believe God loved himye [ iem not be a
requiem, but a votive Mass ¢ jst's 3a in thanks for

all the graces given him througt isTi isCan't be 'donein

the Easter Octave. But jnstea given him His

resurrection. This man«who. thol ol a Lazarus, spiritually
R

dead and decomp , 4
retreat: “1 think1've ce K >man, who thought he was a
rotten monk, ev ¢ been a withess to the Paschal

, miserere, we're singing this week.
) King, how he conquered in Br Bernard!
20N him, and on us.

elf — some 15 years ago: “Lord Jesus, | have passed the 60
line and | do not know how long it will be before al the things in
this small room will be rummaged over by others. | think of my
death and hope that by Y our mercy | shall be permitted to make a
holy end. But | am not sure of this because there is a pattern of sin
which never seems to fade out and I’'m little better than 50 years
ago. | ask that my death may be atransitus from thislife into Y our
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eternal presence. If to do this | must suffer much, give me, please,
the patience | shall need. I'm not sure, but | think | am not afraid
of death itself but of uncertainty. I’'m not sure if my faith in You
and in eternal lifeis strong enough. I'm not sureif | love You. The
only thing I think 1 am certain of is Your love for me. Give me the
grace to hold on to that whatever else may happen and help me to

love You now. Amen.”
NE
AVISIT TO THE ORGAN Wg@
o]

With the completion date of our /- pi gan rapidly
ant tha

approaching, it was with great excite
Rl

visit to the workshop of Kennet

how things are progressing. T s are |oca edhin @ modern
factory unit in Northampton, g areas for the

the sound of whining
which seems at fir

ench-Saw's,-eleg
y \ A0 i

. 0S
\a skilled joinery and cabinet-

: S
making. ke ; %ull-time workers, with some
independent &'S‘ ed at certain times.

th Tickell, | saw his own office, where he
Or'the organs on computer. Computer-aided
. an -immense boon to organ-building, enabling
working drawings to be produced speedily, and allowing
wimerous changes which take place in the design process to be
incorporated immediately. Full-size plans and templates can be
printed straight out. The result is the amost complete elimination
of unforeseen inaccuracies and “bodging” to make things fit.
It was a great delight to see craftsmen at work which they
so obvioudly enjoyed and took pride in, while | was shown the
workings and assembly of our organ. Alongside our organ was a
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much larger organ, of some 30 stops, being built for a church at
Nesbyen in Norway. Effectively their first foreign commission, it
isaheathy sign of Tickell’sincreasing reputation.

Our organ should be completed by the beginning of June,
and will remain at Tickell’s until July, when it is due to be
installed at Pluscarden. Interested parties can phone Tickell’s at
01604 768188. We hope to have an inaugura recital the organ
in early September, for which the date should be finaised by the

end of July. Anybody interested in this should“ from
early August. Meanwhile, as work continues, %& still
very welcome.

% @D M deK

S

This year sees a number iversarie o the Community here
a Pluscarden. It is s)since the election of
Alexander of Plusca 'or notable event because of the

full records iry the 5 ; %«*:\g op of Moray. The former
Prior, Thomas A in 1398: “We have elected
Alexander of F . J‘\\.J of this house. He is a man gifted

witers and circumspect in tempora
d according to the Rule of our Order.

\§:\\ onical age; born in wedlock, having
e&v- to defend and improve the rights and

approved this election, and immediately we conducted the monk of
our choice to the High Altar, where a Te Deum was chanted.”

At that time the community were Valliscaulian
Benedictines but a more important anniversary to the present
Community is the Golden Jubilee of the restoration of monastic
life here in 1948. We had a quiet family celebration on Easter
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Monday, the day that the first monks arrived, and a much grander
affair is planned for the 8th September, the day of the formal
opening of the Monastery.

A restoration like this does not just happen, one can trace
the workings of Providence and see the human effort involved in
this undoing of the work of the sixteenth century enemies of
monastic life. Pride of place in the network of gracelmust go to

John Patrick, third Marquess of Bute, who purchased iory in
May 1898 from the Duke of Fife. Pluscarden W. enback in
Catholic hands for the first time since 1595 exander Seton
sold the estate to Kenneth Mackenzie of Kintail. e 5th May

1898 Lord Bute organised Mass in th
the Priory and we have recently celebrated, the centenary of this

historic event. It was probably =\ first @nce the
Reformation” as there is evide {\ 5l he monks
who remained in residence -@' '\) m@as Ross who
died in the 1590s, got himsel *o tro ID% a baptisms. If
he was prepared to celebrate-one sacr efiance of the new
Church, then he is likel 10 have ot a@o say Mass. Thereis
also the fact that Setonwas kb e sheltered Jesuits in his

he'Prior's chapel (known to the community as Czestochowa on
account of an icon of Our Lady by the Altar). Dom Hunter-Blair
later became Abbot of his community and to recall this connection
we were very pleased to welcome Abbot Mark Dilworth from Fort
Augustus, who came here on the 5th of May to preach at the
Conventual Mass. Abbot Mark is the leading scholar of pre-
Reformation Scottish Monasticism, a Scottish David Knowles, and
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after Mass he gave avery interesting talk on mediaeval Pluscarden
to the Community in the Chapter House, the same room in which
the monks had assembled in 1398.

At Mass Abbot Mark spoke of the Eucharist as the link
between Pluscarden in the Middle Ages, the Mass of 1898 and the
congregation gathered here today. At his tak he shared some
insights from his recent researches on Pluscarden in 15th and
16th centuries. The later mediaeval period was certai
the high points of monastic history, the influenc

system, the appointment of non-monasti ors as

Superiors, and the abuse of the system rovisions al

hindered the normal working of monastic life. monks of 1398

elected one of their brethren as Priof,<{the fnhorm

Rule, but a few decades later mo ?'r\ eriors
sQUs SO

;
hiti s who could

ed\n 1531 when Gavin's nephew Alexander
Not very edifying; and Abbot Mark pointed out
er isin amuch more healthy state today.
Another question is how did Pluscarden’s union with
Urquhart Priory in 0454, making it a dependant house of
Dunfermline Abbey, affect our Priory? Peter Anson, in his A
Monastery in Moray (1959) gives the impression that in its relation
to its mother house it was the same as Pluscarden in relation to
Prinknash Abbey before independence in 1966. In fact it seems
that Pluscarden enjoyed a large degree of independence, Priors
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were provided independently of the Abbot of Dunfermline, as
indeed were Officids within Dunfermline itself! Dunfermline
names in the Pluscarden community lists do however show that the
union was more than afiction.

A fina point concerns the monks themselves. It is clear
from the numbers signing lega documents that in terms of
recruitment the Priory was in a healthy state in the half century
before 1560, as was the Cistercian Abbey at nearby Ki
were however financial restrictions on the accepta%

there could only be as many monks as ther ns” or
allowances. One of the actions of the refor Abhot of Kinloss,
Robert Reid, was to increase the numbey of portiens and thus the

number of monks. This practice, in as it"did a form of

private property or at least a depa i‘!"?s\ mon mmunity

of goods, was contrary to the =% Rul nteresting
| al N[O\ a

NE \@;@ e of the key
% of Dom Peter
Casaretto which produced assi ngregation of the
Primitive Observance, :‘.‘\, I ngregation, to which

Pluscarden belongs

in the past few, deca e Seen the return of this abuse in
some Orders regeti Qp return to the sixteenth century
it is inter C J hile there were 10 monks at
Pluscard \ o y5portions are recorded as being paid

to receive their portions for decades
even if they were hostile to the new
onks of Pluscarden on half-portions or did

dual allowances? If the latter is true they would have joined
the Carthusians of Perth as the only monks in Scotland not to have
portions. It is unlikely that half the community would have died in
a few months and, while they might have left in the religious
turmoil, even this is less probable because the *“portion”
represented a respectable income. It seems clear that, unlike other
Monasteries, no member of the Pluscarden community served the

11



new Kirk as Reader or Minister.

The talk provoked many questions from the community
and any readers who wish to discover more about late mediaeval
Scottish monasticism should read Abbot Mark’s book, based on
his Rhind Lectures of 1993, Scottish Monasteries in the Late
Middle Ages, published in 1995 by Edinburgh University Press.

\DAH
NG
Book REVlEWS&&\

ANALECTA CARTUS ANA

More volumes in this series have been.réceived fr@g> Hogg at
Salzburg. Two deal with the \English “spiri @ iter Dom
Augustine Baker O.S.B. (15 k:cover of one of
these volumes it states that hi “dismissed by
some of his Benedictin known cure for
insomnia”. His works, re famous Carmelite

Doctors of the sixt receftainly far from the brief
lapidary style t Ings of\the Desert Fathers. Baker is
however important [ (\} tradition of the late mediaeval
English Myst anged” situation after the Reformation.

The mar%s hi 3main in the archives of the English
¢ which have their roots in penal times but heis
hest Known hro cta Sophia, a distillation of his teaching
2] fos nfrere Dom Serenus Cressy from forty different
reatises. The Rev. John Clark has taken on the task of producing
cri texts of the major treatises over the next decade. Mr. Clark
iswell known to readers of Analecta Cartusiana for his laboursin
editing the Carthusian Chartae and we have just received volume
4 of the Urbanist Chartae. It is good to see that the Anglican
tradition of learned Parsons producing works of excellent
scholarship while engaged in the pastoral ministry isstill aive.
The first treatise to be published is Baker's Secretum
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which was produced while he was Chaplain to the nuns of
Cambrai, now at Stanbrook. It is in two parts and is ostensibly a
commentary on the Cloud of Unknowing athough it contains much
autobiographical material. The ms. of the Cloud that Baker used
was said to have belonged to the English Capuchin Fr. Benet
Canfield (1562-1611) and to have been copied from a text brought
into exile by the English Carthusians. The Capuchi splrltual
writers Canfield and Constantin Barbanson
supplementary material for Baker, as does the B
(1506-66). Clark hopesto follow this volume
theological introduction and comment
Although this is an important work for
language is obscure, because it is
reader who wishes to learn from

Martyrs. Alth
in the history
links with Q

2 in 1522-23 for the Lay-Library of the Cologne
Charterhouse. Das “Erfurter Kartauserregimen” : Studien zur
diatetischen Literatur des Mittelalters by Manfred Peter Koch is
an edition with commentary of a mediaeval Carthusian document,
Tractatus de  regimine sanitatis virorum spiritualium ac
devotorum, ut deo in sanitate mentis et corporis servire valeant,
which teaches one how to be a happy, healthy and holy Carthusian.
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It also discusses the genre of Regimina, mediaeval “healthy living”
treatises, of which we have about 130 examples.
DAH

ST JOHN CASSIAN
At the end of his Rule in Chapter 73, St Benedict gives a short
reading list for those who wish to go on to “the ection of
monastic lift”. It includes the Conferences and Institutes
Fathers, the former of which he has already sugges u&‘ hedaily

reading before Compline. These two works \ 0 assian
L ati W ho began
then moved

(c.360-c.435), a monk fluent in both Gr

his monastic life in Palestine, spent timein Egy
to Gaul where he wrote to interpret

IStari reality, they

% ic theology. As

ther ern theology, so

aste %’ﬁituaﬁty, athough his

influence is less wide ‘*‘\‘ he had the temerity to

east to the nascent monasticism

are written in the form of dialogue

correct the ex f the grea :‘ sor of Hippo in his teaching
on grace.

Egyptian desert and, atho .@ =
convey Cassian’s own briIIian thesis
Augustine can be seen as:the
Cassian is surely the Fathe

of a new trandation of the
Study of hislife and worksis thus an
onastic world. John Cassian: The
ated and annotated by Boniface Ramsey
57 SATS Ancient Christian Writers published by
Press, (£30) is the first complete trandation of the
erences to appear in English and its advent has been long
awaited. The publisher hopes to bring out a companion translation
of the Institutes in the next couple of years. The trandation of the
Conferences by Fr Robert of Mount St Bernard (1867) was a
paraphrase and the trandation of all Cassian’s works by Edgar
Gibson in the series Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, which is il
in print after more than a century, omitted all sections dealing with
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matters sexua. In his version of the parts Gibson left out, Cassian
on Chastity (1993), Terence Kardong notes that “we need a new
trandation of Cassian”. The work of Ramsey fills this need. It is
faithful to the rather difficult style of Cassian’s Latin, renders key
words consistently by one English equivalent, and has useful notes
which are kept to the end of each Conference. It is sure to become
a standard text both for study and monastic lectio di and one
would recommend it to all who are serious about spiri eading.

It is sometimes better to go to the pure sources r rink
from tributary streams.

Cassian the Monk (1998) by C ba art OSB,
published by OUP at £46, is a worthy>companion to Ramsey’s
trandation. The publisher’s blurb st it “will undoubtedly
become the standard work on Cass and t ! and one
suspects that thisistrue. One can’t.a S trust s, though;
10 C tary on John
[ %@Q at the request of

ba, a monk of the

as
S areputation as one of
8 Sl ‘

by Origen (c.185-c.254) claim
St Ambrose of Milan (
Abbey of Collegeville, A
the foremost moderr-sct
that a purely seculane

onasticism. He is aware
ding of the ascetic texts of
r to misunderstand their true

a way of life for the world and not

ithough this is a work of impressive erudition,
will replace Chadwick’s Cassian (2nd ed. 1968) as a
d work, it is also a book which will be of use to al who
wish to live and understand the monastic tradition. As Cassian is
so fundamental to the whole of western Christian spirituaity, the
circle of those who would find it useful is in fact even wider. In
seven chapters the author examines Cassian’s life and writings and
concentrates on his teaching about the theology of the monastic
life, chastity, grace, prayer and the Bible, and the experience of
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prayer; ecstasy and tears. One sees what a vast tradition and what
richness of teaching Cassian mediated to St Benedict, and through
him to us. Half of this book of 286 pages consists of notes, but
what may at first appear daunting is in fact an advantage as it
enables the less academic reader to benefit from the text without
the burden of references to the niceties of Greek ascetic
terminology. Dom Columba concludes with the thought that, “in
the end Cassian’s importance is greatest not to t istorica
theologians who puzzle over his thought but to thi East
and West who recognize in him the great chari "

This 4th July is the 375th anniversa
William Byrd, whom ma
music ever to have b
is known, there is
guesses range
was alifelon
livein seclus

of the composer
greatest writer of
though his death date
t when he was born. The

eNoe

V However, this article is not about Byrd's life and music but
about a new venture in the recording of his music. Although many
recordings of his music exist, his complete works have never been
recorded. The group, The Cardinall’s Musick, is changing this.
They are in the process of recording al Byrd' s compositions. The
recordings are being made in the Fitzalan Chapel a Arundel
Castle. The son-in-law of the 12th Earl of Arundel was John Lord
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Lumley, one of William Byrd’'s patrons. The first CD (of a
projected 33) came out last year, and the second was published on
May 1st 1998 (ASV Gaudeamus CD GAU 170 & CD GAU 178).
The group is directed by Andrew Carwood, who is Director of
Music at the Brompton Oratory; the research work and performing
edition's are done by Cardinall’s Musick's resident musicologist,
Dr David Skinner, who is a Postdoctoral Research ow at the

British Academy at Christ Church, Oxford. Anyone i edin
this first recorded survey of the complete WOY?@% ajor

Renaissance composer can write to Cardi % i Box
243, Oxford or email: post@cardinal .demonr.ca:uk

DBK

S, A\
d i Archbishop. On his visits o ltaly
) c books he would call on Cardinal

being Cardina Mercier. They were later confirmed by Pope
Benedict XV (H. S. Ostoyan Eastern Churches Quarterly Vol 9
No 8).

In 1897 a group of pious peasants banded together on a
small farm in Galicia to lead lives fully given to God and guided
by the Gospels. The Archbishop visited these good people and saw
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there the beginning of a monasticism in a way that appeaed to
their Eastern and Slav mentality. He gave them a Rule, that of St
Theodore, Abbot of Studium — whence their name. By 1909 they
numbered 36. Vocations increased. The Archbishop’s brother,
Clement, became their Hegumen. He later died in a Russian prison
in Siberia in 1948. Their work included icon painting, a printing
press, afarm, an orphanage and a choir school.

Foundations were made in Croatia and elsewhere:By 1939
they numbered over 200. They were known as the’ nuns
of Union. Their proper task was not to ad arated
brethren by apostolic treaties and missiorgi{% t through

possi

their contemplative life and example to give to heproof that in

the Catholic Church there exists the genui ility of atruly
Oriental monasticism and a life 0X piety was aso
the wish of St Pius X.

The entry of Soviet ti e@ ' i ia@ne end of the
Studites who were imprisoned ot put to .But a little group
h n Belgium. Today
Kraine, as Italy, Croatia and

%@ o help them, especially the
avenworth, founded about 770

ison an island in the Chiemsee.
t the pictures of the nuns of

X
@ GREGORY'SANGELS

A useful and entertaining coffee table book with photographs and
detailed travel directions (even by seal) to the monasteries in the
British Isles and their overseas foundations. Published to celebrate
to 1400th Centenary of the arrival of St Augustine in Kent in 59
and written by Dom Gordon Besttie, for some years the chaplain at
our local RAF base. As Cardina Hume writes “Each year since
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1968, Fr Gordon visits over sixty British and Irish monasteries and
parishes, thus gaining a unique source of knowledge of each house
within this book. With the exception of one house founded in in
1996 in India, he has also visited (travelling over 50,000 miles) all
the overseas houses founded by Benedictines from the British
Isles. It is through his dogged determination, and in the face of
considerable odds, that Gregory's Angels has been froduced to
remind the people of these shores that we should n@n@%

but angels’.” HB 320pp,£25plus post. From Gri gels,

Ampleforth Abbey, York Y06 4EN or G %x s, tel.
01568 616 835. &
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