
Pluscarden Abbey: Homilies  

Homily for the 24th Sunday of the Year 2010 

(Ex 32:7-11,13-14; I Tim 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32)  

I was 17 years old when the last Papal visit took place in June 1982.  I was not then a Catholic.  What I 
do remember is a street interview with a religious sister who, the journalist told us, had not left her 
convent in 60 years.  A more catholic mindset now tells me that she must have been a Carmelite. ‘And 
what’s the greatest change you see 60 years after you were last in the streets of London?’ the 
interviewer asked this radiantly happy nun – ‘the height of the buildings’ she said looking round, 
bemused and puzzled and waving emphatically as the Popemobile past. 
So what to say today, only 5 days away from not D Day but perhaps B for Benedict Day.  Believe it or 
not I have put in some work on preparing  a homily, but I feel uneasy at trying to comment upon a 
Papal visit.  So perhaps the best commentary is in fact that done by a Pope himself...not this one about 
this visit, but the last one about the last visit. 
Presumably most of you – at least those who are local-ish – remember John Paul II coming to Scotland 
some 28 years ago.  Less of you may remember what was perhaps his keynote address, the first speech 
he made upon arriving in Scotland.  It was to Scottish youth at the Murrayfield stadium.   
Few of us may be 16 any longer, but I think what he said can help us all – both to prepare for 
Benedict’s visit, and to try and live out our faith more fully afterwards. 
‘Dear Young People of Scotland’ said John Paul II, ‘you are at the great crossroads of your lives and 
you must decide how your future can be lived happily, accepting the responsibilities which will be 
placed upon you, playing an active role in the world around you.  You ask me for encouragement and 
guidance, and most willingly I offer some words of advice to you all in the name of Jesus Christ. 
In the first place, never think that you are alone in deciding you  future. 
And secondly, when deciding your future, you must not decide for yourself alone. 
There is an episode in the life of St Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland, which can serve as an 
example.  Jesus had been teaching a crowd of 5,000 people about the kingdom of God.  They had 
listened carefully all day and as evening approached, he did not wish to send them away hungry, so he 
told his disciples to give them something to eat.  He said this really to test them, because he knew 
exactly what he was going to do.  One of the disciples, it was St Andrew, said ‘there is a small boy here 
with five barley loaves and two fish, but what is that between so many?’  Jesus took the loaves, blessed 
them, and gave them out to all who were sitting waiting.  Later the disciples collected twelve baskets of 
the fragments that were left over (Jn 6:1-14). 
Now the point I wish to make is this:  St Andrew gave Jesus all that was available, and Jesus 
miraculously fed those 5,000 people and still had something left over.  It is exactly the same with your 
lives.  Left alone to face the difficulties and challenges of life today, you feel conscious of your 
inadequacy and afraid of what the future may hold for you.  But what I say to you is this, place your 
lives in the hand of Jesus.   He will accept you and bless you, and he will make such use of your lives 
as will be beyond your expectations. In other words surrender yourselves, like so many loaves and 
fishes, into the all powerful, sustaining hands of God and you will find yourselves transformed with 
‘newness of life (Rom 6:14) and indeed with fullness of life (Jn 1:16).  As one of the Psalms outs 
it:  ‘unload your burden on the Lord and he will support you.’ (Ps 55:22)’ 
It is this last point I would like to take up, especially for those of us who, like me, are no longer 
16.  ‘Unload your burden on the Lord and he will support you.’ Life does not necessarily get any easier 
as you grow older.  You can be called upon to make very demanding sacrifices of all that you hold 
most precious even in the last decades of your life. I think of another religious sister who, like the first 
nun I remember from the first papal visit, now finds herself in the street for the first time in 60 years, 
but for rather different reasons.  And not in London but in Elgin.  
Many of you will know that the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy in Elgin has just closed, though the 
community continues in an understandably smaller building nearby. As most of you know far better 
than I, many of the sisters first entered religious life precisely at that convent, some about 63 years 
ago.  If my own community were to close when I was 86, frankly I hope to be dead first.  Coping with 
such a major upheaval over something so close to my heart  to me is not something I would respond to 
with ease or with flexibility.   
My point is the centrality to every age group of the message the Pope gave to the young people of 
Scotland 28 years ago.  ‘Place your lives in the hands of Jesus.  He will accept you, and bless you, and 
he will make such use of your lives as will be beyond your expectations.’  And he went on: ‘Do not let 



turmoil shake your confidence in Jesus.  Let no temptation discourage you; let no failure hold you 
down.  There is nothing you cannot master with the help of the One who gives you strength.  Follow 
the example of Our Blessed Lady, the perfect model of trust in God and wholehearted co-operation in 
this divine plan of salvation of mankind.  Keep in mind the advise she gave the servants at Cana: ‘Do 
whatever he tells you.’  Jesus changed the water into wine for his  mother on that occasion.  Through 
her intercession, he will transform your lives.’ 
And so, be we 16 or 86, may this second papal visit, help us all to overcome our fears, our resentments, 
our puzzlements, and  in some way to give ourselves more fully into the hands of Christ.  For as 
today’s gospel of the prodigal son shows us, the welcome that awaits our return to the father is far 
greater than we can imagine. 
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